showed it not openly, that he was not consulted on the affair of bringing in the Duke of Monmouth ; and it was my Lord Privy Seal's expression that the Duke would never forgive him it. But the King being the chief instrument of it, it did not appear that his lordship lost any interest with him, though the Duke of Monmouth performed not what was expected from him.
The confederates in Spain, Holland, Sweden, &c., that were now preparing to resist the French, and to preserve Flanders, were very angry with us that we still continued in our neutrality, and, as the Spaniard said, contrary to our league with him ; but our King said his own affairs were in so ill a posture at home, that he was not in condition to come into the war. This conlirmed the jealousy of our adhering to the French interest, and of a private commerce with them, by the means of the Duchess of Portsmouth.
December 11. It was much reported in town that my Lord Privy Seal was not well with the King upon the late affair with the Duke of Monmouth, and that he met with discouragements at Court to so great a degree as to make him leave business. My lord told me, upon my acquainting him witli this, that he had met with discouragements from some, but not from the King, for he was as well there as over ; and that there would be a further production of affairs, in a little time, than, was expected, and so pointed, at. the thing that I guessed what he meant.
December 16. Being with the Duke of Albemarle, he told me he .was sorry to find that my Lord Privy Seal, only out of design to outdo his adversary, my Lord Eochester, should have so great a hand in bringing in
u